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ments I durst not have ventured to have set down
my opinion in a case of so great importance.
Considering the charge the enemy is at with sun-
dry garrisons to keep the frontiers of these waste
countries, to preserve those countries within, if he
shall have them at liberty besides the wealth and
trade that will grow to the enemy by it.
For if we should give it over this summer we
cannot so much ruinate or drown it, but that they
will recover it before winter and make it within
one year a better harbour than Dunkirk, for it hath
had five times as many ships belonging to it as ever
Dunkirk had. It would be a far worse neighbour
than Dunkirk for it doth stand so directly in the
way that all ships must perforce fall within sight
of it to go into Flushing. If it be let go to the
enemy, there can nothing pass from Flushing nor
to Flushing without great convoy, and then have
they all that coast clear for all their men of war.
All the coast would be a harbour to them, for that
it is sand, and when they lest not fight they may
put their ships ashore on a fair sand, and the coun-
try being friendly who can offend them? That
country betwixt Nieuport and Blankenberg being
theirs, as it is not as long as we keep Ostende. For
now they dare not stay there for fear of being put
ashore into our men's hands that may range all that
coast alongst upon such an occasion.
If the States refuse it, they will be at greater
charges with maintaining of ships to waste than the
town will cost to be kept, for they will lose more
in one year than will defend it if it should be
besieged.
I think it now a time most unfit to give it over
to the enemy, for this summer they will repair it